
July 2018 

Re: Family Medicine National Innovation in Continuity Clinic Experience 

See attached program specific approval letter 

To Whom It May Concern: 

This letter is to provide notification of an exciting scheduling innovation that several Family Medicine 
Residency Programs across the country have engaged in effective July 1, 2018.   

Continuity is a cornerstone of the discipline of Family Medicine. However, ensuring continuity of care 
in the Family Medicine Practice (FMP) during residency training is challenging due to the breadth and 
depth of the specialty and the variety of educational environments required during residency training.  

The Accreditation Council for Graduate Medical Education (ACGME) Program Requirements for 
Family Medicine and the American Board of Family  Medicine (ABFM) Residency Guidelines require 
residents to be scheduled to see patients in the FMP for a minimum of 40 weeks during each year of 
training. Although, the ACGME allows for program innovation around this requirement, the ABFM 
requires that programs be approved for a waiver to the 40-week requirement.  

In the spring of 2018 twenty-five Family Medicine Residency Programs collectively submitted a waiver 
request to the ABFM requesting the opportunity to create innovative FMP schedules for residents. The 
innovations would allow flexibility to the number of weeks scheduled in the FMP, but the requirement 
for the total number of patient visits during residency remains the same. Various metrics will be used to 
evaluate this innovation. The ABFM approved the waiver request (see attached program specific 
approval letter) allowing the programs listed below the opportunity to participate in a 5-year pilot to 
experiment and measure new scheduling models. 

The residency programs working on this important innovation will help us better understand best 
practices in training family medicine residents, including how to improve patient access, continuity of 
care, and resident well-being. 

North 

Donald Woolever, Central Maine Med Center FMRP, 
Lewiston, ME 

South 

Margaret Baumgarten, Eastern VA Medical School- 
Ghent FMRP, Norfolk, VA 

Abbie Jacobs, Hoboken U Med Center/NY Med 
College, Hoboken, NJ 

Stephen Brawley, Eastern VA Medical School- 
Portsmouth FMRP, Portsmouth VA 

Stephen Hagberg, Heritage Valley Health System 
FMRP, Beaver Falls, PA 

Robert M. Pallay, Savannah FMRP, Savannah, GA 

 

http://www.acgme.org/Portals/0/PFAssets/ProgramRequirements/120FamilyMedicine2018.pdf?ver=2018-06-15-112624-307
http://www.acgme.org/Portals/0/PFAssets/ProgramRequirements/120FamilyMedicine2018.pdf?ver=2018-06-15-112624-307
https://www.theabfm.org/cert/guidelines.aspx


Midwest 
 
William F. Miser, The Ohio State University, 
Columbus, OH 
 

South (continued)  
 
Kristian E. Sanchack, Naval Hospital Jacksonville, 
Jacksonville, FL 

 
Christopher Bernheisel, The Christ Hospital –  
U of Cincinnati College of Medicine, Cincinnati, OH 

Maribeth Porter, University of Florida FMRP, 
Gainesville, FL 
 

 
Margaret Dobson, University of Michigan FMRP,  
Ann Arbor, MI 

 
James W. Haynes, University of TN College of 
Medicine Chattanooga, Chattanooga, TN 

 
J. William Rawlin, Munson FMRP, Traverse City, MI 

 
Barbara H. Miller, OU School of Community Medicine 
– Tulsa, Tulsa, OK 
 

Karen B. Mitchell, Ascension Providence – Park 
Hosp/MSU-CHM, Southfield, MI 

Curtis Galke, UT Rio Grande Valley – Doctors 
Hospital at Renaissance FMRP, McAllen, TX 
 

 
Deborah E. Miller, University of Chicago North Shore 
FMR, Glenview, IL 

West 
 
Jessie Pettit, University of Arizona – Tucson FMRP, 
Tucson, AZ 

 
Michelle Karsten, Hennepin County Med Center 
FMPR, Minneapolis, MN 

 
Elizabeth Kyle Meehan, University of Arizona College 
of Medicine, South Campus FMRP, Tucson, AZ 

 
Kate DuChene Thoma, University of Iowa – Iowa City 
FMRP, Iowa City, IA 

 
David Araujo, Ventura County Medical Center FMR, 
Ventura, CA 
 

 Grace Yu, Stanford Health Care – O’Connor Hospital 
FMRP, San Jose, CA 

  
Melissa Nothnagle, Natividad FMRP, Salinas, CA 

 
 

 
Joyce Hollander-Rodriguez, Oregon Health & Science 
University – Cascades East FMRP, Klamath Falls, OR 

 






